Shabbat Shalom, greetings in the name of our Lord Yeshua.  Our Parasha this week is the first Parasha of Sefer B(midbar, (In The Desert( 1:1 4:20.  
It  begins with Hashem commanding Moshe to take a census of all men over twenty years old for service.  After listing the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel, the Torah presents the totals of men between the ages of twenty and sixty for each tribe, the overall count being 603,550.  The levi'im are counted separately later, because their service will be unique.  They will be responsible for transporting the Mishkan and its furnishings and putting them together when the nation encamps.  The encampment structure is then described, with the tribe of Levi in the middle, safeguarding the Tabernacle and surrounded by the twelve tribes of Israel, each in their own designated area, arranged around the Mishkan in four sections: East, south, west and north.  Since the tribe of Levi is singled out, the tribe of Yosef is split into two tribes, Efraim and Menashe, so there will be four groups of three.  When the nation travels, they march in a formation similar to the way they camp.  The appointment of the tribe of Levi as the spiritual leaders of the Jewish people is presented, and their own census is taken, apart from the rest of Israel.  A formal transfer is made between the firstborn and the levi'im, whereby the levi'im take over the role the firstborn would have had serving in the Mishkan if not for the sin of the golden calf.  The transfer is made using all the 22,000 surveyed levi'im from one month old and up.  Only levi'im between ages 30 and 50 will work in the Mishkan.  The remaining firstborn sons are redeemed with silver, similar to the way we redeem our firstborn today.  The sons of Levi are divided in three main families, Gershon, Kehat and Merari (besides the kohanim -- the special division from Kehat's family).  The family of Kehat carried the menorah, the table, the altar and the holy ark.  Because of their utmost sanctity, the ark and the altar are covered only by Aharon and his sons, before the levi'im prepare them for travel.

The Parasha concludes with the instructions given to the family of Kehat, the second son of Levi, for their role in dealing with the most sacred parts of the Mishkan.
Let me tell you a story:

A little girl(s first-grade class held it(s (track and field( day.  The little girl won several ribbons, among them one blue ribbon for first place.  Later that day, when she went home, the blue ribbon was missing, and her mother asked what happened to it?  (Oh,( she said, (Bruce was crying because he didn’t win a first place ribbon, so I gave mine to him.(  Her mother hugged her and told her she though it was very generous to give Bruce the ribbon.  (Why Not?( she asked.  “After all, I know that I won it.(
Self-Sacrifice and Trusting in Hashem is one of the main themes of this parasha it begins with these words, "In the desert..." (1:1)

One of the most chilling photographs at Yad Vashem “Holocaust Memorial Center” in Jerusalem is that of a well-to-do Dutch family being escorted to a train to take them to their final destination.  They have no idea where they are going.  They take with them everything they can including the family dog.  There is an air of quiet desperation on their faces.  
I often wonder how any of us would have reacted in their place.  How would we have handled standing in a cattle train for 16 hours surrounded by the screaming of small children and the stench of an overflowing pail to accommodate the sanitary needs of over fifty people?  How would we have reacted standing naked in a line on our way to the showers?  I wonder?  How was it that seemingly ordinary people were able to show such extraordinary courage and bravery in the face of events that would make a nightmare pale?

Our Sages have taught that the Torah was given in Fire, in Water, and in the Desert.  What does this mean?  
In sefer Bereshit it says:  (After the sun had set and there was thick darkness, a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch appeared, which passed through between these animals parts.  That day Adonai made a covenant with Avram...(Bereshit 15:17

It was through Avraham that we received the Torah in Fire.  We received Hashem(s Promise.  Avraham is the father of the Jewish People, our progenitor.  We carry his spiritual genes.  We have learned to have faith in Hashem because of him.  
Kefa said in his first letter to Hashem(s chosen people living in the Diaspora, (Without having seen him, you love him.  Without seeing him now, but trusting in him, you continue to be full of joy that is glorious beyond words. And you are receiving what your trust is aiming at, namely, your deliverance.( 1 Peter 1:8-9

What is Kefa saying?  That because of our trust we will receive Hashem(s promise.

In sefer Sh(mot it says: (Then the people of Israel went into the sea on dry ground with the water walled up for them on their right and their left.( Sh(mot 14:22

At the Reed Sea, the Jewish people as a nation passed an ordeal by water.  The Egyptians army was poised to drive them into the sea:  At G-d's command the entire nation went into the water(and the sea parted.  We received Hashem(s Deliverance.
In sefer Yochanan Y(shua said; (...Yes, indeed, I tell you that unless a person is born from water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the Kingdom of God.( John 3:5

What does Messiah say?  We must be born of both water and Spirit.  If you think that this was merely a moment of bravado, then let’s look at a third event that sealed the capacity of the Jewish people for self-sacrifice: 

In sefer B(midbar it says: (Adonai spoke to Moshe in the Sinai Desert, in the tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month of the second year after they had left the land of Egypt.(B(midbar 1:1

They followed Moshe into the unsown vastness of the wilderness, without food, without water, with nothing more than the promise of miracle food from above.  Their only companions were snakes and scorpions.  We received Hashem(s Torah in these three ordeals:

(
In the Fire, 

(
In the Water, 

(
In the desert 

It is these three events, these three ordeals that have anchored the spiritual genes of the Jewish people, and given us our capacity for self-sacrifice.  To this day, it is this legacy which has empowered ordinary people to behave extra-ordinarily, to reach up and proclaim their faith in the face of Hell.

Of all the Shalosh Regalim, three pilgrimage festivals, that Israel was commanded to celebrate in Yerushalayim, Shavu(ot, “Feast of weeks”, stands out as the most dramatic.  According to tradition, it was at this time fifty days after the Peasch, “Passover”, in Egypt - that our people came to Mount Sinai to receive the Torah.

As Hashem spoke to Moshe there were incredible signs and wonders which testified that Israel was in the presence of The Holy One, Baruch Hashem,  Fire, smoke, and lighting were seen that day on the mountain.  Since then, Shavu(ot has been celebrated as the time when Israel received the Torah and entered into a new covenant relationship with Adonai.

The Haftorah that is read on Shavu(ot is Ezekiel 1.  This Parasha was chosen because the prophet Ezekiel had a vision of the Shekhinah, the Glory of God, as represented by the strong wind, the cloud, and the fire.  It was during the time of Ezekiel the Shekhinah departed from Israel at the destruction of the first Temple.  While we prayed for the return of the Shekhinah, we often over looked an important event.  (The festival of Shavu(ot arrived, and the believers all gathered together in one place. Suddenly there came a sound from the sky like the roar of a violent wind, and it filled the whole house where they were sitting.( Acts 2:1-2

What a witness to Israel!  As they worshiped on Shavu(ot, reading the prophet Ezekiel, the manifestation of the Shekhinah returned!  It(s no wonder that 3,000 Jewish believers were spiritually born on that day.

As we celebrate Shavu(ot this year will you see the life changing power of the Ruach HaKodesh, The Holy Spirit, in your life?  
What did Y(shua tell the Talmidim when he returned to Hashem?  (Now I am sending forth upon you what my Father promised, so stay here in the city [Yersushalayim] until you have been equipped with the power from above.( Luke 24:49

As Hashem instructed Avaraham to prepare to receive the promise, in the fire, have you prepared to receive the promise?  As Hashem instructed Israel to prepare to receive deliverance at the Red Sea, in the water, have you prepared to receive deliverance?  As Hashem instructed Israel to prepare to receive the Torah, in the desert, have you prepared to receive the living Torah?  Will you spend three days, preparing to receive what Y(shua promised each of us, the Ruach HaKodesh?  Will you, like Avraham, wait for the Promise?  Will you, like Israel, wait for the Promise?  Will you, like the Talmidim, wait for the Promise?
We celebrate Shavu’ot starting at sundown on the 22nd of May.  Open your hearts and receive.  What Messiah promised his people “power from above” the .Rauch HaKodesh “The Holy Sprit”.
May the Holy One of Israel bless each of you on this Shabbat and coming Shavu’ot and may he pour his spirit on you, VaShem Y’shua, amen.
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