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Shalom 

Greetings to the brothers and sisters of West Texas in the name of our Lord Yeshua.  The Shabbats that I can’t be with you I will send you my teaching for that week.  I will post it on the Google site on Friday afternoon.

The parasha last week was Emor “Speak(, Lev. 21:1 - 24:23. It sets forth the standards of purity and perfection for a Cohen.  It specifies the physical requirements of sacrifices and what is to be done with blemished offerings.  It proclaims as holidays the Shabbat, Pesach, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot.  It reminds the Jewish people to provide pure olive oil for the Menorah and designates the details of the Show-bread.  It ends with the story of a man who blasphemed God's name with a curse.  
I want to tell you a story:
A man was in a store purchasing some clothing when the clerk behind the checkout counter noticed from his identification that his customer was a rabbi.  The clerk asked the rabbi what synagogue he served.  When the rabbi told him, the man replied, oh, that’s my synagogue.  At this the rabbi perked up. That’s strange, he said. I’ve been the rabbi there for five years and I’ve never seen you before.  The clerk responded, come on, rabbi, I did not say I was a fanatic.
The Dictionary defines the word fanatic as, “somebody who has extreme and sometimes irrational enthusiasms or beliefs, especially in religion or politics”.  

In our Parasha this week it says;

“These are the designated times of ADONAI, the holy convocations you are to proclaim at their designated times.” (23:4) 

The above sentence is a perfect example of how translation fails to convey the beauty of the Torah, let alone its profound depth.  Before we go any further we need to look at verse 12:1, 2 to see whose "designated times," and "holy convocations" these are.

”1 ADONAI said to Moshe, ’2 Tell the people of Isra'el: ' The designated times of ADONAI which you are to proclaim as holy convocations are my designated times.’”
These "designated times," and "holy convocations" are Adonai’s.  They are His gift to a redeemed people.  Imagine if you will that your spouse at the beginning of each year takes out their calendar and places in it date nights and times for just you and them.  This is what Adonai does in Lev 23.   He sets aside time for each of us to meet with Him personally and in a congregation setting each year.  So let’s look at the meaning of the words "designated times," and "holy convocations"
The word in Hebrew which is translated in English as designated times is mo'ed.  The word mo'ed means "a meeting time."  The Festivals are times when we can meet with G-d quite literally.  Every designated time contains in it the primordial power of that first historical event, of that first meeting with Adomai that we are celebrating.  Take Pesach for example: 

Once a year we pass through the spiritual landscape of that day.  Like a train returning to the same station on some vast circular time-track.  When we do the specific mitzvos of that day properly, we jump aboard this spiritual train and we ride it for an entire year.  The taste of matzah lingers on the palate of our souls much longer than just one night.  It stays part of us until we return to that same station, to that same meeting point with G-d. 

The word "convocation" means literally to "call together."  In Hebrew however, the words mikra'ei kodesh can also mean "calls to holiness."  In other words, the designated times are a call, they can draw a person to holiness like a magnet  
Lets look at the FIRST of all the “designated times," and "holy convocations" 
"'Work is to be done on six days; but the seventh day is a Shabbat of complete rest, a holy convocation; you are not to do any kind of work; it is a Shabbat for ADONAI, even in your homes.”  (Lev. 23:3).  
The Shabbat is the corner stone of all the  mo'ed, it also calls us to holiness.  We are told in the Sefer Messianic Y’huda (the Book of Hebrews):

Not neglecting our own congregational meetings, as some have made 
a practice of doing, but, rather, encouraging each other… (Heb. 10:25).
One of the most difficult disciplines for believers in Yeshua is commitment to regular worship and fellowship with others who know Messiah.  It is a must for new believers.  It can be the difference between following the Y’eshua or walking away from Him.  If we desire to serve Yeshua, we must commit ourselves to regular fellowship and worship.  It’s easy to say, I don’t get anything out of my congregation.  
When I was a teen President Kennedy said, “Ask not what your country can do for you but what you can do for your country.”  We as believers need to ask this same question about our congregations.  We should each ask our selves, not what our congregation can do for us but what we can do for my congregation?
If we don’t ask our selves this question, we begin to say, “I don’t attend services because I just don’t get any thing out of it.  Maybe, that’s because we didn’t put anything in to begin with.  If we regularly attend services, in obedience to Adonai’s word, with a desire to serve Him, we begin to find both joy and purpose in our worship, in our fellowship, and in our lives.  May we each become a fanatic, somebody who has extreme and sometimes irrational enthusiasm for the Keeping of Adonais’ Shabbats.
For the next 3 weeks I will be teaching on Holiness and how we as individuals and as a congregation develop it.
Rabbi Dees
