
Shavout 

Deut 14:22 - 16:17; Num. 28:26-31;Heb. 2:20-3:19; Acts 2:1-13 

Theme - Unity of Purpose 

For 3,300 years the Jewish people have believed that over 3 million Jews stood at Mt. Sinai when the Almighty gave us the written Torah. That is a powerful statement! Is it possible to fake a historical event of that magnitude which had so many witnesses? If yes, then how come no other religion has ever made the claim that the Almighty spoke with the whole people and revealed His directives to them? 

Over the past 3,000 years there have been many nations and individuals who have hated us and have denigrated us in every possible manner and libel. However, not once has any anti-Semite ever called us stupid! The Jewish people are known as a stiff-necked people. The Torah itself relates how we rebelled 10 times against the Almighty in the desert after leaving Egypt. Proverbially, it has been said that if there are 2 Jews, you have three opinions. How would you get a people like this to collude on a lie, especially one of this significance and enormity? Yet, the vast majority of the Jewish people tenaciously believe (until recent times) that millions of our ancestors were there when G-d gave us the Torah at Mt. Sinai. We believed in this covenant so strongly, that through every generation, we were even willing to die rather than convert. 

Were we crazy? Were we mindless followers of "tradition" or did we know something? Do those of us who do not believe in the Divine revelation of the Torah to the Jewish people at Mt. Sinai know more or less about our heritage than the 150 generations of our fore-bearers who believed in Divine revelation of the Torah?  Perhaps the breakdown in Jewish education over the last 150 years has deprived us from learning what our ancestors knew! 

Shavuot, is the anniversary of the giving of the Torah. I thought it might be interesting to share with you some insights into the claim of Divine revelation. 

Below is an excerpt from a fascinating article, '''Did G-d Speak at Mt. Sinai?" by Rabbi Nechemia Coopersmith; 

"Throughout history, thousands of religions have been started by individuals, attempting to convince people that G-d spoke to him or her. All religions that base themselves on some type of revelation share essentially the same beginning: a holy person goes into solitude, comes back to his people, and announces that he has experienced a personal revelation where G-d appointed him to be His prophet. 

Would you believe someone who claims to have received a personal communication from G-d appointing him or her as G-d's new prophet? Maybe He did. Then again, maybe He didn't. One can never know. The claim is inherently unverifiable. 

Personal revelation is an extremely weak basis for a religion since one can never know if it is indeed true. Even if the individual claiming personal revelation performs miracles, there is still no verification that he is a genuine prophet. Miracles do not prove anything. All they show -- assuming they are genuine -- is that he has certain powers. It has nothing to do with his claim of prophecy. “

Maimonides wrote: 

“Israel did not believe in Moses, our teacher, on account of the miracles he performed.  For when one's faith is based on miracles, doubt remains in the mind that these miracles may have been done through the occult and witchcraft .... What then were the grounds of believing him? The revelation on Sinai which we saw with our own eyes, and heard with our own ears, not having to depend on the testimony of others...” (Mishna Torah - Foundations of Torah 8:1)

There are over 15,000 known religions in all of recorded history. Given this inherent weakness, why do all of them base their claim on personal revelation? If someone wanted their religion to be accepted, why wouldn't they present the strongest, most believable claim possible, i.e. national revelation! It's far more credible. No one has to take a leap of faith and blindly trust just one person's word. It is qualitatively better to claim that G-d came to everyone, telling the entire group that so-and-so is His prophet. Why would G-d establish His entire relationship with a nation through one man, without any possibility of verification, and still expect this nation to obediently follow an entire system of instructions, based only on blind faith? Yet, Judaism is the only religion in the annals of history that makes the best of all claims -- that everyone heard G-d speak. No other religion claims the experience of national revelation. Why? Furthermore, the author of the Torah predicts that there will never be another claim of national revelation throughout history! “For inquire now about times long past, from the day that G-d created man on earth, and from one end of heaven to the other: Has there ever been anything like this great thing or has anything like it been heard? Has a people ever heard the voice of G-d speaking from the midst of the fires as you have heard and survived?” (Deut. 4:32-33) 

Let's consider the option that G-d did not write the Torah, and its author successfully convinced a group of people to accept a false claim of national revelation. In this book, the author writes a prediction that over the course of history no one will ever make a similar claim. That means if such a claim is ever made at some future time, the prediction will end up being false and his religion is finished. 

"How could the author include in the book he is passing off as a hoax the prediction that no other person will ever attempt to perpetuate the same hoax when he just made that exact claim? If he could do it, he can be certain that others will too, especially since it is the best possible claim to make. If you are making up a religion, you do not write something you know you cannot predict and whose outcome you would think is guaranteed to be exactly the opposite. 

"However, aside from the Jewish claim of Mount Sinai, it is a fact that no other nation has ever claimed such a similar national revelation." 

Shavuot is one of the most important days of the Jewish year. 

Shavuot is one of the most important days of the Messianic year. 

On Shavuot the whole nation stood together at Mount Sinai and HaShem gave them the Torah, the same Torah we have today!  A wonderful thing happened when they stood together at that mountain to receive the Torah. They felt an awesome unity. In the presence of God, everyone forgot their selfish feelings and they all cared about each other just as much as they cared about themselves. They were like "one person with one heart."

On Shavuot the followers of Yeshua stood together in Jerusalem and were given the Ruach Hakodesh (Holy Spirit), the same one we have today! A wonderful thing happened, they felt the awesome power and presence of the Ruach and they forgot their selfish feelings and they all cared about each other just as much as they cared about themselves. They were like "one person with one heart."

Every year since then, for over 3000 years, we try to recreate these feelings of unity on Shavuot. We rejoice in the giving of the Rauch HaKodesh which empowered us on Pentecost.  We try to appreciate the special gifts that HaShem has given us; The Torah and the Rauch HaKodesh, and remember that when we all look out for each other, amazing things can happen. 

“There is a remnant, chosen by [G-d‘ s] grace,” (Romans 11:5) .
It has been said that truth is never determined by a majority vote. 

Similarly, it has never been A the moral majority, but rather the holy minority, through whom G-d has accomplished his plan and purpose. 

As Jewish and Non-Jewish believers, we must recognize that we have a special role to play as the remnant among our people, Israel and the Nations. 

One aspect of being part of a remnant is that you need to be visible. 

You need to be different. 

The remnant is distinguishable from the whole, but it can only exist by standing out.  Some of our Messianic brothers and sisters would much rather blend in and be invisible.  Some seek to blend into the rest of Israel by hiding their lights under a bushel.  They never let anyone know of their faith in Yeshua and so fail in their responsibility as part of the remnant. 

Others seek to blend into the rest of their church, foregoing their Jewish 

identity. 

These, too, fail to fulfill their responsibilities as part of the remnant. 

As Messianic Jews, we must hold or Jewish ness and our belief in Yeshua in full view, for all the world to see.  Only then can we truly fulfill our calling as a remnant, chosen by Hashem.  We need to look for ways to affirm our faith in Yeshua and our Jewish identity in him.


